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The destruction of cultural

heritage in Gaza impoverishes the

collective identity of the
Palestinian people, irrevocably
denies them their history, and
violates their sovereignty.
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Central Archives of

In this report, we offer a partial list of archives,
libraries, and museums in Gaza that have been
destroyed, damaged, or looted by Israeli armed
forces since October 7, 2023.

This report is necessarily incomplete. It is
very difficult to determine the status of archives,
libraries, and museums in Gaza during the ongoing
Israeli bombardment. Current conditions in Gaza,
such as the targeting of journalists, frequent
communication blackouts, and extensive damage to
the built environment pose an immediate threat to
safety. Moreover, archivists and librarians
have been repeatedly displaced, injured, or
killed, making it even more difficult to take stock
of the damage to cultural heritage.
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We compile and offer this information with the
understanding that the erasure of Palestinian
culture and history has long been an Israeli
tactic of war and occupation, a means to
further limit the self-determination of the
Palestinian people.

We bring a focus on libraries, archives, and
museums as sites of knowledge, community
spaces, and repositories of cultural
heritage. The destruction of libraries represents
the loss of not only book collections, but the efforts
of Gaza’s librarians to acquire, care for, and provide
access to reading materials, despite Israel’s ongoing
blockade of the Gaza Strip.
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Finally, we include information about the
librarians and archivists who have been
killed in the ongoing Israeli bombardment.

We mourn the deaths of our colleagues and
their families.
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ARCHIVES & RARE BOOKS

Central Archives of Gaza City, Gaza City
Hall (Gaza City) was reported destroyed on
November 29, 2023. The archives contained 150
years of records pertaining to Gaza’s history.

Omari Mosque and Library (Gaza City) was
destroyed on December 8, 2023. The mosque was
built in the 7th century and contained one of the
most significant collections of rare books in
Palestine, including works dating to the 14th
century.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

Islamic University of Gaza Library (Gaza
City) was destroyed on October 9, 2023.

Al-Israa University Library and National
Museum (near Gaza City) was destroyed by
Israeli military controlled detonation on January
18, 2024. The museum was looted prior to
destruction.

Al-Quds Open University Library (Gaza
City) was reported destroyed on December 6,
2023.

Jawaharlal Nehru Library, Al-Azhar
University (Gaza City): University campus
was destroyed on October 19, 2023, though
reports do not mention the library specifically.
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LIBRARIES

Diana Tamari Sabbagh Library in the
Rashad al-Shawa Cultural Center was
destroyed by Israeli shelling on November 25,
2023. The building had been sheltering
hundreds of displaced Palestinians.

Enaim Library was reported destroyed on
December 6, 2023.

Gaza Municipal Library (Gaza City) was
reported damaged by fire on November 27,
2023.

Kana’an Educational Development
Institute (Al-Rimal, Gaza City) was
reported destroyed, including the community
library, on December 6, 2023.

Lubbud Library was reported destroyed on
December 6, 2023.

Al-Nahda Library was reported destroyed on
December 6, 2023.

Samir Mansour Bookshop and Library
(Gaza City) was reported severely damaged on
October 10, 2023.

Al-Shorouq Al-Daem Library was reported
destroyed on December 6, 2023.



